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116 of 119 people found the following review helpful.
Superb Writing
By Mark Edward Bachmann
This is an extraordinary history. Anyone expecting a conventional biography will be disappointed, since the
biased and fragmentary nature of the primary sources makes modern biographical treatment for Alexander
impossible, even more so than for other ancient heroes. However, one thing about the peripatetic conqueror
that seems to be known with some certainty is the itinerary that defined his brief life. Starting from this, Mr.
Lane Fox applies his own intimate knowledge of the middle and near-eastern landscape to create a book
which, at its most basic, reads like a highly literate travelogue. This is all backdrop, though, for a kind of
detective story as the author picks apart the tantalizing fragments of information and disinformation that,
once boiled down, reveal for us Alexander's character. The bold military prodigy is clearly apparent here, but
that's the standard textbook part of the story. Rounding out the picture, we see him as the cosmopolitan
diplomat, beloved egalitarian leader-of-men, bisexual libertine, respectful supplicant to his gods, forgiving
victor, gallant defender of women, ostentatious potentate, superstitious fool, charismatic orator, fearless in-
the-trenches combat commander, wily tactician, boyish adventurer, child-like animal lover, sophisticated
Greek intellectual, reckless gambler, visionary strategist, loyal and generous friend, bloody mass killer, and
drunken lout. And the truly remarkable thing about the history is that all these persona somehow hang
together, creating a believable portrait that makes it clear why Alexander has fascinated politicians, soldiers
and scholars for twenty-three centuries. Stylistically, this book is dense and will deter casual readers.
However, some patience through the early pages gives enough time to get into the exotic poetry of place
names and the flow of the story. The turgid logic of the character study takes over from there, and the case
unfolds majestically. This is a brilliant historian at work and I highly recommend the book.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
I wanted to learn more about the life of Alexander ...
By James Smith
I wanted to learn more about the life of Alexander and this book certainly served that purpose. The author
communicated the challenges inherent in piecing together information about him well. Therefore, the
narrative was rife with caveats, as it should be, and led to a more complete understanding of his life story.

20 of 21 people found the following review helpful.
Best of five books I've read on Alexander
By Kevin Bartus
This book is insanely great. The author was shockingly young when he wrote it, but then, that's in keeping
with Alexander himself. The author is so detailed and so knowledgeable, it's hard to believe anyone under 40
could have read so much. If you're into the period, Robin Lane Fox goes into marvellous detail on many



fascinating points, most of which are glossed over by other authors. I wish someone had just told me to read
this book and skip the others. The original works by Arrian and Plutarch only really make sense in the
context of a work like Fox's.
In addition, Fox isn't scared to make a few conjectures - like the one that Alexander's mother was likely the
one behind his father's murder. Now that you look at it, it sort of makes sense, but the thought never would
have occurred to me.
I'm sure the book drives hardcore Alexanderologists (or whatever they call themselves) insane because of
these conjectures, but it allows Fox to bring the man to life in a way no other author has - especially keeping
in mind that no commentary direct from authors in Alexander's lifetime exists (quite like Christ, a point Fox
doesn't fail to mention).
I just wish I could read it again for the first time!
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