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Collect the book Every Last Word By Tamara Ireland Stone begin with currently. Yet the extra way is by
collecting the soft documents of guide Every Last Word By Tamara Ireland Stone Taking the soft documents
can be conserved or kept in computer system or in your laptop computer. So, it can be greater than a book
Every Last Word By Tamara Ireland Stone that you have. The most convenient way to disclose is that you
could additionally conserve the soft file of Every Last Word By Tamara Ireland Stone in your appropriate
and readily available device. This condition will certainly mean you frequently check out Every Last Word
By Tamara Ireland Stone in the extra times greater than talking or gossiping. It will not make you have bad
habit, however it will certainly lead you to have better habit to check out book Every Last Word By Tamara
Ireland Stone.

From School Library Journal
Gr 8 Up—Sixteen-year-old Sam spends her summers training at the private club pool, working to earn the
county title and a college scholarship. Her school-year counterpart, Samantha, is tied to a toxic group of
popular besties-for-life, trying to keep her Purely Obsessional OCD a secret. Running with a crowd who
takes hostile notice of every social misstep, every misapplied bit of makeup, and any move that is less than
normal, keeping her diagnosis a secret is not easy. Out of the blue, Samantha meets Caroline, who introduces
her to a secret society called the Poet's Corner. Slowly, Samantha begins to discover how she can remain
Sam and be true to herself outside of summer and the pool, and even trust the cute musician AJ enough to
fall in love with him. Just when Sam begins to feel confident in herself, the very thing that helped her feel
normal is what ultimately makes her question her sanity. Approached in a very respectful and informative
manner, this story of coming to terms with a difficult diagnoses and being less-than-normal is in no way
didactic. While the beginning is slow and requires some suspension of disbelief, the climax and resolution
are resounding enough to rise above any shadows of doubt. VERDICT While the story's romance falls
almost too easily into place, this title will do well in libraries where Sarah Dessen and Stephanie Perkins are
in high demand.—Brittany Staszak, St. Charles Public Library, IL

Review
"Clueless meets Dead Poets Society with a whopping final twist." - Kirkus Reviews

"A thoughtful romance with a strong message about self-acceptance, [this] sensitive novel boasts strong
characterizations and conflicts that many teens will relate to. Eminently readable." - Booklist

"A brilliant and moving story about finding your voice, the power of words, and true friendship. I couldn't
put it down " - Elizabeth Eulberg, Author of The Lonely Hearts Club

"Brilliant, brave, and beautiful." - Kathleen Caldwell, A Great Good Place for Books

"A riveting story of love, true friendship, self-doubt and self-confidence, overcoming obstacles, and truly
finding oneself." - Melanie Koss, Professor of Young Adult Literature, Northern Illinois University



"Romantic, unpredictable, relatable, and so very enjoyable." - Arnold Shapiro, Oscar- and Emmy-winning
Producer

"Characters to love and a story to break your heart. Readers will want to turn page after page and read every
last word. Then do it all over again." - Marianne Follis, Teen Librarian, Valley Ranch (Irving) Public Library

About the Author
TAMARA IRELAND STONE is the author of the New York Times bestseller, EVERY LAST WORD, a
story about a teen with OCD who discovers a secret poetry club that changes her life in unexpected ways.

Stone is also the author of TIME BETWEEN US, which has been published in over twenty countries, and its
companion novel, TIME AFTER TIME. The series follows a teen time traveler from present day and a girl
in 1995 he can't seem to leave in his past.

A former Silicon Valley marketing executive, Stone enjoys skiing, traveling, and going to concerts. She lives
in the San Francisco Bay Area with her husband and two children.

Listen to playlists and learn more about her books at tamarairelandstone.com. 
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New York Times Bestseller

If you could read my mind, you wouldn't be smiling.

Samantha McAllister looks just like the rest of the popular girls in her junior class. But hidden beneath the
straightened hair and expertly applied makeup is a secret that her friends would never understand: Sam has
Purely-Obsessional OCD and is consumed by a stream of dark thoughts and worries that she can't turn off.

Second-guessing every move, thought, and word makes daily life a struggle, and it doesn't help that her
lifelong friends will turn toxic at the first sign of a wrong outfit, wrong lunch, or wrong crush. Yet Sam
knows she'd be truly crazy to leave the protection of the most popular girls in school. So when Sam meets
Caroline, she has to keep her new friend with a refreshing sense of humor and no style a secret, right up there
with Sam's weekly visits to her psychiatrist.

Caroline introduces Sam to Poet's Corner, a hidden room and a tight-knit group of misfits who have been
ignored by the school at large. Sam is drawn to them immediately, especially a guitar-playing guy with a
talent for verse, and starts to discover a whole new side of herself. Slowly, she begins to feel more "normal"
than she ever has as part of the popular crowd . . . until she finds a new reason to question her sanity and all
she holds dear.
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Summary (from Goodreads):

If you could read my mind, you wouldn't be smiling.

Samantha McAllister looks just like the rest of the popular girls in her junior class. But hidden beneath the
straightened hair and expertly applied makeup is a secret that her friends would never understand: Sam has
Purely-Obsessional OCD and is consumed by a stream of dark thoughts and worries that she can't turn off.

Second-guessing every move, thought, and word makes daily life a struggle, and it doesn't help that her
lifelong friends will turn toxic at the first sign of a wrong outfit, wrong lunch, or wrong crush. Yet Sam
knows she'd be truly crazy to leave the protection of the most popular girls in school. So when Sam meets
Caroline, she has to keep her new friend with a refreshing sense of humor and no style a secret, right up there
with Sam's weekly visits to her psychiatrist.

Caroline introduces Sam to Poet's Corner, a hidden room and a tight-knit group of misfits who have been
ignored by the school at large. Sam is drawn to them immediately, especially a guitar-playing guy with a
talent for verse, and starts to discover a whole new side of herself. Slowly, she begins to feel more "normal"
than she ever has as part of the popular crowd . . . until she finds a new reason to question her sanity and all
she holds dear.

What I Liked:

I'm actually surprised by how much I liked this one. I didn't really know what to expect. I've never read any
of this author's books, and I actually never read the synopsis of this book before reading it. I got it from the
publisher and decided to read it on a whim, because a bookseller I follow read it insanely early and could not
stop raving about it! So I figured the awesome package from Disney-Hyperion and BHM was a sign - read
this book!

Sam was diagnosed with OCD - specifically, Pure-Obsessive OCD. She takes medication to help her focus
her thoughts and to sleep, she sees a psychiatrist once a week, she's trying to be normal, day by day. None of
her friends know about her condition, and Sam has always struggled with this. One day, she meets a really
nice girl named Caroline, who introduces her to the Poets Corner, a secret meeting of a group of student who
write and share poetry and songs. Sam joins them and begins to channel her tornado thoughts into her poetry,
swimming, and a cute boy in the Poets Corner. She's doing better than she has been in years... until a
realization threatens to bring everything crashing down.

This is a tough-issue contemporary novel, one that theoretically, I should never have picked up. I really do
NOT like tough-issue contemporary novels. YA contemporary in general, I'm not a fan. But tough-issue
contemporary novels? I tend to run in the other direction. Sprint, really. But this book was different. It wasn't
entirely woe-is-me, angst, whining and complaining. Not saying every tough-issue contemporary novel is
like that, or that that is my only probably with tough-issue contemporary novels. But often, the protagonist of
a tough-issue contemporary novel is very selfish and annoying in her complaining and angst, and I hate it.

Sam is different. I couldn't entirely relate to her (we all say we have "OCD" but that is not the case at all), but
I could empathize. I could clearly see what was going through Sam's head, how she was thinking, what she
was thinking, how it was affecting her mentally, physically, emotionally. I really liked Sam, from start to
finish. I have a poor history with protagonists with mental illnesses/conditions (probably because I avoid
books with these conditions/illnesses like the plague - they make me entirely too heartbroken or sad).



I love the progression of Sam's character. This is the most important part of the book, and Stone really nails
the characterization as well as the progression of Sam's condition and how she is dealing with OCD. Sam
goes from being a girl who is scared of people knowing about her condition, to a girl who learns to own it
and be who she is, surrounding herself with people who know about her condition and support her.

I think Stone really did her research and represented OCD extremely well. I don't have OCD nor do I know
much specifically about the illness, but it's obvious that Stone has done her research. It's obvious that Stone
knows what she is talking about. There is minutiae that is so incredibly important to this story, small details
that make it all the more genuine and authentic.

There is romance in this book! I was a bit surprised by how important the romance ended up being. It doesn't
really take root until about midway through the book, but that was perfect, in my opinion! I like how Sam
and AJ already had history (not romantic history), and Sam had to remember how she knew him. I like how
they had to work to become friends, and then they became more than friends. Their relationship is beautiful
and simple, yet intricate and complex. I loved watching them fall for each other! AJ is a great guy, and I
couldn't see anyone else for Sam.

There are other relationships in this book that are explored - friendships, I mean. Sam makes a new friend,
Caroline. Caroline pushes Sam to find the Poets Corner, and pretty soon, Sam has new friends that accept her
with little question. Sam's current friend group are the popular girls, the ones that everyone looks toward.
They're nice, but some of them are Mean-Girls-esque. It's interesting to see Sam balance both groups of
friends.

The twist coming up towards the climax is INTENSE. Seriously, I had chills. Well done, Stone. I had no
idea! I had some idea that something wasn't right - but I had no idea that it would be THAT. None,
whatsoever. I still have chills! It was really eye-opening. Seriously well-written climax, and ending. I love
the ending of this book! It's very inspiring and uplifting. For a non-contemporary fan to say such great things
about this book - it must be good!

What I Did Not Like:

I can't really think of anything at the moment - which is a surprise! There is usually something in a
contemporary novel that bothers me (in EVERY novel, but especially contemporary). No book is perfect, but
I liked this one a lot!

Would I Recommend It:

I would totally recommend this novel! I've been reading a lot of contemporary in the last few days, and I
definitely can't say I'd recommend all of them... I'd recommend P.S. I Still Love You by Jenny Han because
of its strong familial themes and great relationships (romance and otherwise), and I'd recommend this one for
its subject matter (on mental illnesses). Definitely two very different contemporary novels, but both very
worthy of your time!

Rating:

4 stars. I am impressed! It takes a lot to impress me in general, but definitely in terms of contemporary! I'll
definitely be reading more of Stone's books in the future - and I want to read her debut series now!

10 of 11 people found the following review helpful.



EVERY LAST WORD
By Michelle (Adventures in Bookland )
I work in special education and I see a lot of different children with different needs. I always thought that
there should be more books that explore both mental illness and learning disabilities; I think that’s why I
jumped at the chance to read this story.

I thought this story was written in a very respectful way to children/ teens that deal with mental illness. I felt
as though this story touched upon many different issues like; depression, anxiety, the pressure of high school
and fitting in.

All the characters were likable (except a couple of the crazy eights). I loved Sam, AJ and Caroline and the
rest of the kids in the Poet’s Corner. Each of them was dealing with their own issues and found their outlet in
poetry and songs.

I also liked the fact that there were some things that completely surprised me! I was not expecting something
that happened in the end and ended up being perfect.

I do think this is a great book for teens to read maybe they can find a part of themselves in one of the
characters.

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful.
Loved this!
By Kelly
Let me start by saying that Disney-Hyperion is fast becoming one of my favorite publishers. I can’t recall
reading a book of theirs that I didn’t enjoy. It’s gotten to the point where I request their titles on blind faith,
even if the description doesn’t sound like my style, and their books still satisfy me.

This book was no exception. Sam is an excellent character, terribly, painfully introspective at times but with
so much promise. There were times I felt frustrated by her. “Really?” I wanted to say. “You’re having a
panic attack over that?” But isn’t that the thing about people? One person’s mountain is another person’s
molehill, and this book captures that perfectly.

I loved Sam’s relationship with her mom, the way that the inside of her mind is almost the exact opposite of
the rest of her, and how she struggles to match her lifestyle to her true self over the course of the book. There
are some excellent depictions of OCD in here, and Sam’s relationship with Sue (her therapist) is one of the
most special ones in the book. It’s touching and heartbreaking to hear Sam wonder what it’s like to be
“normal” and to find someone who will love her, “broken brain” and all. My eyes filled with tears as I saw
how lonely she was and how hard it was for her to finally embrace her brain for its strengths while fighting
against its weaknesses. I saw so much of myself in her, and it was heartbreaking at times but also so
amazingly accurate and true and real.

One of my favorite quotes:

"And I want to stop, but I can’t, because telling someone with OCD to stop obsessing about something is like
telling someone who’s having an asthma attack to just breathe normally."

Also, can we talk about AJ for a minute? What a beautiful character. Are there really boys like this in high
school? Because I’m pretty sure they only reside on the pages of YA novels — though I will try my
damnedest to raise two boys as sensitive and considerate as this one was. He is a thoughtful, adorably-



scruffy, guitar-strumming poet. I mean, seriously. How could Sam not obsess over him?! He’s not perfect,
though, and I think I appreciated that most of all.

The only thing about this book that I didn’t like [MINOR SPOILER, I GUESS] was the sex scene. And no,
it’s not the fact that there were high school kids having sex, even though I was most certainly not having sex
in high school. It’s the fact that a girl who can never turn off her brain, who obsesses over everything, has
sex and doesn’t think about it or analyze it at all. It happens and then isn’t really mentioned for the rest of the
book It didn’t seem in keeping with the character and made me wonder what the purpose of that scene was. It
felt sort of thrown in there, and I could have done without it because it didn’t seem to affect the rest of the
story at all.

All in all: This is one of those rare books that I received as a free review copy that will go on my “To-Buy”
list. It was just wonderful, and I can’t wait for it to hit shelves so that other readers can get their hands on it.

Note: I received a review copy of this book via NetGalley.

See all 169 customer reviews...
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